Practicum in Psychology

PY 631- 005, Fall 2006 

Meeting Times:

Wednesday 1 -2pm 
Location/Office:

364B Gordon Palmer 
Supervisor:          

Martha R. Crowther, PhD, MPH
Phone:


205-348-7802 office#




205-908-4815 cell#





205-477-0045 home#

Email:


mrcrowther@as.ua.edu 

Resources: Psychology Clinic Procedures Manual; occasional readings

Practicum Objectives and Format:
The purpose of practicum is to provide experience in psychotherapeutic procedures. Experience with children, adolescents, and adults presenting with different clinical syndromes is our goal. Supervision will be provided on a weekly basis. We will cover topics pertinent to client cases.   

Students will be observed periodically by either (1) the supervisor alone or (2) the supervisor + another group member. 

Evaluation of Performance/Skills:         

The mid-year review will consist of the student and supervisor reviewing progress towards goals, (both student generated goals and goals encouraged by the supervisor). A written report will be given to each student and to the Coordinator of Clinical Training (Dr. Thorn).  

HIPAA Guidelines and Confidentiality:
Protected Health Information (from www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/m2e411al.htm)

New national health information privacy standards have been issued (Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996; HIPAA). The new regulations provide protection for the privacy of certain individually identifiable health data, referred to as protected health information (PHI). The Privacy Rule protects certain information that covered entities use and disclose. This information is called protected health information (PHI), which is generally individually identifiable health information that is transmitted by, or maintained in, electronic media or any other form or medium. This information must relate to 1) the past, present, or future physical or mental health, or condition of an individual; 2) provision of health care to an individual; or 3) payment for the provision of health care to an individual. If the information identifies or provides a reasonable basis to believe it can be used to identify an individual, it is considered individually identifiable health information. 

When using email do not include information that could be used by others to identify the client(s). Transport identifiable information in a sealed envelope or other sealed device. 

Special Needs:
If you need special assistance due to a disability, arrangements can be made to accommodate you. Contact Disability Services at 348-4285 during the first week of class so that arrangements can be made early. Also, inform me of what I could do to assist you. 

Changes in Meetings/Schedule:

I reserve the right to make changes to the syllabus or schedule, if necessary. Effort will be made to maintain a schedule that is convenient for everyone. I will give as much notice as possible if a change is needed.

SCHEDULE Fall Semester
	August 
	30
	Overview (Syllabus, treatment plans, progress notes)
  

	September
	  6
	 Student goals, therapy skills, initial assessment  


	
	13
	CBT Basics


	
	20

	Client Issues

	
	27
	Client Issues



	October
	  4
	Client Issues


	
	11
	Current client anxiety issues - assessment questions and treatment



	
	18
	Client Issues

	
	25
	Depression and suicide 


	November
	  1
	Skills Training (i.e., assertiveness, social skills)



	
	  8
	Process issues (i.e., transference) - students reveal chosen topics



	
	15
	Client Issues [Will have supervision via phone]


	
	22
	Client Issues


	
	29
	Student Chosen Topic



	December
	  6
	Wrap-up



