








One student's 30-minute module is changing lawyers' minds


Harsh programs for juvenile offenders, like TV's "Beyond Scared Straight," usually don't work to help young lawbreakers turn their lives around,  research suggests. However, past research shows
that  the public supports such tough interventions, says Abigayl Perelman, a clinical psychOlogy and law doctoral student at the University of Alabama in Tuscaloosa.
To investigate what tomorrow's lawyers and policyrnakers
think of such programs, Perelman surveyed 161law students from 47 schools, asking them a variety of questions to determine whether they believe offenders commit  crimes due to a criminal nature or their environments.  She also asked about their primaty sentencing goals (rehabilitative, punitive or retributive), and their attitudes toward seven juvenile offender rehab programs-four suppo'rted by empirical evidence and three featured in popular
media but lacking empirical backing -and whether they would recommend  the programs to potential clients. 	·
Jibing with surveys of the general public, the law students who were more punitive or retributive and believed that crime is a product of one's disposition were more likely to support non­ empirical programs, while those who supported  rehabilitation
and favored the environmental  explanation for criminal behavior
supported  evidence-based programs.

Next, the participants watched one of three slideshows. One promoted  the effectiveness of empirically supported  programs, another emphasized the weaknesses of non-empirical  programs and the third provided straight facts about  juvenile crime. Then Perelman gave the participants a follow-up questionnaire  to see if they'd changed their support  for the various programs.
Those who saw just the facts showed no change, but those who watched the slideshow emphasizing the weaknesses of non­ empirical programs decreased their support  for those programs and those who saw the slideshow promoting  the effectiveness of empirically supported  programs both increased their support  for those programs and decreased their support  for non-empirical ones.
Perelman, who presented her findings at the North American
Correctional and Criminal Justice Psychology Conference last summer, says the findings are heartening-suggesting that if .
one reaches future judges and lawyers early, they can be taught
the benefits of empirically supported  juvenile offender programs, 	,.
even if they may look "soft on Grime" to the public.
"Look at what a 30-minute module can do," shsays. "It'd be
great to get targeted programs like these incorporated  into law school curricula."
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