Seminar Description
Spring 2012
py 491-01

Introductory Seminar in Clinical Neuropsychological  Assessment

Instructor:  Dr. Kelly Stanek Sellbom kmstanek@as.ua.edu

Meeting Time: Mondays at 3:00pm-  5:30pm

This course will provide an introduction  to neuropsychological assessment,  from a clinical perspective.   We will focus on the theory   and practice    of clinical neuropsychology, employing a combination of lecture, discussion, and hands-on practice. This course will provide an overview of the major neurocognitive and psychosocial  domains  typically assessed   by clinical neuropsychologists, with discussion of the major types of instruments  commonly used in neuropsychological evaluations.  Through  critical  writing  assignments,  students   will  demonstrate   a general   grasp   of  major   issues  in  clinical  neuropsychological  assessment    and common  neurobehavioral  syndromes  and  neurocognitive   disorders.   Prior coursework  in  research   methods   (i.e., PY355 &  PY356) is  required   and  some background in physiological and abnormal psychology is considered very helpful.

PY491-02,  M, 5-7:30 (Black)



Course  Description-- This course will focus on adult development from an interdisciplinary perspective and  will cover issues such as caregiving, age-related changes in cognitive processes, and institutionalization. Because this class is a seminar, there will be considerable class discussion of major issues related  to adult  development.

PY491-03
Spring 2012


Instructor: Topic:

Debra McCallum, Ph.D. Group Dynamics


Description: 	This course will provide an overview of social psychological theory and research related to the behavior of people in groups.  Topics considered will include factors leading to group membership, effects of group membership on individual behavior, interaction among group members, and relationships among groups.


py 491-04


TR 11:00-12:15


347 Gordon Palmer


Dr. Natalie Dautovich


Chrongpsycho!ogy· The Stydy of pajly Rhythms


William Blake suggested "Think In the morning, act in the noon, read In the evening, and sleep at night." This course will investigate how our mood, sleep, and productivity is influenced  by our daily activity rhythms, physiological circadian rhythms, routines, and habits.



PY491: Seminar in Psychology
TR II :00 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., Gordon Palmer Hall, Room 204
Dr. Rosanna Guadagno (Email: Rguadagno@ua.edu; Phone: 205-348-7803)

Social Influence: a change in overt behavior caused  by real or imagined pressure from others




























Ineffective toots of persuasion

Dr. Guadagno's  seminar  is on the topic of Social Influence. This semester, you will learn about Social Influence, an area of social psychology--  the scientific study of how people think about, relate to, and influence others.  You will read the scientific  literature on Social Influence and through discussion and writing assignments, learn to understand how it relates to human social behavior. This class will be heavily oriented toward
discussion so participation  on the
part of the students  is vital for its success. Most readings will be drawn from the textbook  but any supplemental  articles  will be posted on the course website.

PY491-06, The Creative Mind Tuesdays and Thursdays, 3:30-4:45 PM Instructor: Thomas Ward


This course will focus on creativity from a theoretical as well as an applied perspective. We will examine how creativity has been conceptualized, measured, and studied, and we will try out many of the techniques that have been proposed for helping people to think more creatively. The course includes "hands-on" projects designed to give students practical experience with creative thinking techniques. At the conclusion of the class, students will have acquired a basic understanding of the theoretical and empirical approaches to the study of creativity. They also will have gained perspective on how creativity may be relevant in their own lives, and they will have had an opportunity to examine (and possibly extend) their own approaches to creative thinking.

Seminar Description

Spring 2012

PY491-07

Child Cognitive Development




Instructor:	Dr. Ansley Gilpin

Class days/times:	Mondays & Wednesdays, I :00-2:15 PM

Classroom:	347 GP

Prerequisite:	Undergraduate level PY355 Minimum Grade of D- and Undergraduate level PY

356 Minimum Grade of D-

Course Description:

This seminar will review research on interesting topics in children's  cognitive  development. Interesting topics  will include children's development of imagination, pretense, language, bilingualism, autobiographical memory, the effect of television/media on development, etc. Students will read research articles addressing these issues, write  reaction  papers about the topics, and lead discussions about  these topics.  Students will also write a research paper about a topic of their choice in children's cognitive  development. This seminar is suggested for undergraduate  seniors.

PY-491-008: Seminar on The Self

With Jim Hamilton, Ph.D. Mon& Wed, 1:00-2:15



"Trust yourself You know more than you think  you do." Benjamin Spack


What the heck does all that psycho-babble mean? Who is doing the trusting? Who is the "yourself' that is to be trusted? Who is the "you" that knows more, and who is the "you" that knows Jess?

The Self is a hypothetical construct, an idea, that integrates a large body of philosophical thought, sociological and anthropological theory, and psychological research. The self is an object. It is the you who you know and the you who others know. It is your height and weight, your IQ, your talents, your relationships, a collection ofyour past experiences. The self is also an information processor. We receive and interpret information from the world and use that information to edit how we think of ourselves. The self is also a machine that moves. It studies, it argues, it flirts, it plays intramural sports. The self establishes goals and acts toward the achievement of those goals.

This seminar will focus on social psychological research that provides scientific insight into what the self is and how it works. We will briefly touch on some ofthe philosophical, sociological and anthropological approaches to the self at the beginning ofthe seminar, and we will occasionally address clinical implications of the material we study. However, the core of the course will take an empirical social psychological approach to the subject.

This course will be cross-taught with PY693, an upper level graduate seminar. It will be rigorous, requiring a lot of reading  (mostly original articles), and a Jot of writing. We will probably write short position papers, a lengthy take home essay examination, and a final paper of 15-20 pages.

Please do not take this course If you are not willing or able to step up to graduate level work.

I  plan to  pair graduate  students with undergrads in informal study teams. Taking class with grad students and working with them on assignments will provide undergraduate students with an excellent insight into graduate student life.



Psychology 491: Positive Youth Development and Civic Engagement

Dr.Jeffrey Parker, Spring 2012




Civic involvement is something that all cultures and countries hope to encourage among their youth. When youth are engaged and committed civically, they are knowledgeable about the social and political institutions that govern their lives; participate in civic life and cultural activities; are prepared to serve their communities and community organizations; and feel a concern and responsibility over the welfare of others, especially the most vulnerable members of their communities. Civically engaged youth do not just make good citizens however. As individuals,they develop social bonds that tie them to peers committed to conventional behavior,develop compassion and empathy, and grow in leadership and social skills as well as moral maturity. It is noteworthy,then,that numerous scholars and social commentators have
remarked on how common it can be for contemporary youth to have apathy toward community
service and civic participation and how disengaged most groups of youth appear to be from politics and the political sphere. Indeed, in the past few years alone, hundreds of books and papers have been written from diverse perspectives on why citizens in general and adolescents in particular are failing in terms of civic participation.

Psych 491is a 3-credit course that combines specialized coursework with hands-on mentoring of high school youth. Our coursework explores the development of civic engagement in youth and how to promote it.  The course provides guided reading on the emerging science of positive youth development. The PYD framework rejects treating youth as inevitable problems to themselves and others and instead focuses on understanding the cultural and other opportunity structures that permit youth to thrive. As we explore the scientific literature on how positive youth development may be fostered through engaging youth in community activities and civic causes, we take our understanding beyond the walls of the classroom by mentoring high school teens involved in various community improvement projects. As a student in this course, you work directly with high students in the field on community projects
one day a week. You will also meet one day a week for a seminar in which we will use lecture, guest speakers,and small group presentations to learn and discuss the scientific literature and our experiences with the teens.

This is a unique opportunity to build your resume for graduate school and to develop professional research and clinical skills. Interested students should contact Dr. Jeffrey Parker,
348-2081,J.G.Parker@ua.edu. Enrollment is limited and only by invitation. Preference will be
given to mature, highly motivated and responsible students with experience in psychology and good interpersonal skills.	Experience working with children or teens and reliable transportation are additional pluses.
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